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DESI GNEROS LI FE STOR

Christopher Bradley-Hole was born in Brighton in the UK from inspiring
green-fingered parents. During his childhood his fascination for
architecture and curiosity for plants and gardening were noticeable. His
family environment stimulated him to first study Architecture at Brighton
University in England.

His mentors were university professor Peter Bareham and John fChristopher Bradley-
Brookes. Mr. Brookes was and still is recognized as one of the most

. . . . . Hole is one of the
influential garden designers of the century, prominent for his work,

teaching and writing. His book Room Outside wasthe fi i g othat e r worl dés forem
motivated Christopher to explore the conceptual association between
architecture and garden making. | nt er est i ngl y Cher i JEECUlEERS

Minimalist Gardenwas f or me the Adetonati

. designers. His
Modern Landscape Design.

. : _ rojects have had a
With perpetual enthusiasm, he started visiting many gardens from the pro)

Yellow Book,a & b i b | e ovisifors includirey tistingsof secret far-reaching influence
gardens of England and Wales. Through his multiple garden hunting
expeditions his zest for gardening and plants was nourished, inspired on the way

and he simply became obsessed with the whole subject. .
contemporary design

Over the years, Bradley-Hole developed as an architect, worked in
architectural firms in London and became partner. Later on the harsh
routine of on-going corporate projects got to him and he ffell out of

l oveo wit h tShle wentbadk ® stedy apost-graduate
diploma course Conservation of Historic Landscapes, Parks and
Gardens, at the Architectural Association. This back to school voyage
was an eye opener for him in regards to historic gardens and their
social importance.

has developed.o

In 1994 when he won a design competition advertised in the debut
issue of Gardens lllustrated, he discovered his true creative path. Later
he got his first major contracts from clients in Notting Hill, an urban
area densely populated in the UK. Since then, he has been dedicated
to modern landscape design from city courtyards to immense country
estatesand wont h e IdiViedal & Best Garden awardoat the 2013
RHS Chelsea Flower Show for the Telegraph Garden. He has formerly
won five gold medals and two best show garden awards. As he once
said, "l was like a convert, and there's nothing worse than a convert!" |
guess he came in touch with his flife purposeoand accepted to follow
his heart. This is why he has been so successful.




EDUCATION AND ACCREDITATION

Bradley-Hole was first trained as an architect, but his life passion for plants, landscapes and aesthetics
commanded him towards landscape design. He received a graduate degree from the Architectural
Association, one the oldest independent schools of architecture in the UK and recognized as one of the
most prestigious and competitive architecture institutions in the world.

As a Landscape Architect and Garden Designer, his international experience ranges from private &
public design projects including the BBC and the Arsenal Football Club to the Stirling Prize Winning
Sainsbury Laboratory in the Cambridge Botanic Garden. He has been developing innovative and
sensitive designs for the award-winning Spink Property near Henley on Thames.

Avid participant in the famous Chelsea Flower Show in England, he won the fiGold Medaldin 2013, his
sixth gold medal and a stunning achievement! In brief the concept of his winning garden was a current
contemplative design composition inspired from English landscapes coupled with Japanese methods to
garden design from a modern art perspective. | will discuss this brilliant project further in my paper.

In addition, Christopher is also a bestselling author of two beautiful books, The Minimalist Garden and
Making the Modern Garden. He has been a speaker around the world and he teaches landscape
design and construction at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, which | hope to attend one day.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Chiswick, a district of West London, is where Christopher Bradley-Hole first established his landscape
design practice in 1995, inventing town & country gardens with the help of three employees. When
major opportunities such as the Arsenal Stadium redevelopment and BBC Media city came along, he
moved his firm to Southwark in Central London. This larger studio, close to the Tate Modern, had eight
occupied workstations with a capacity running up to twenty projects at the time, with variable budgets
coming from both private & public sectors.

Christopher was responsible for the concept development of each project and stayed involved
throughout the design process and implementation. He believes that young designers benefit strongly
from working in an office the same way architects do as part of their training. He said: "I think any
practicing designer should be able to have someone in, to work with them either on a paid basis, or not
paid, so that there is a chance for experience". So he perceives that working as part of a team is a
critical part of the learning process and as ayoung designerl coul dnét agree mor

Early in his career he was approached by Mitchell Beazley to write a book. So in 1997 his publishing
debut was achieved with The Minimalist Garden, a book with a zeitgeist attitude. It became for the
readers a sort of invitation to step outside the house and into the garden with a philosophical twist. |
think his book presented a contemporary view on the freductive fringe of moderniststyled6 and wi
focused on the architectural connection between house and garden. This is why the art of applying
modernist ideas to the practice of making gardens is quite fascinating to me.




HIS PHILOSOPHY

Reporters and writers often describe the artistic work of Bradley-Hole
with recurring adjectives s u ¢ h  @aisal, hammonious spaces,
geometric,c, and pur e The consistentyiarm mtegity of his
design style has become a sort of mantra throughout the international
press. The thinking of Bradley-Hole is often labeled as being

anthropocentric. (Wikipedia defines fanthropocentrism as the belief that human
beings are the central or most significant species on the planet, or the assessment of
reality through an exclusively human perspective.d

During an interview he said: "I've always had the philosophy that there
should be room for people in design. | think design must have a
socialist philosophy; it must be concerned with people, like people
interacting and enjoying themselves, whether it's two people or two
thousand. It must be about improving p e o p livesptrying to do
something which is going to make the world a bit better." He
acknowledges this way of thinking involves more time and effort, but
insists he would prefer breaking new grounds than just repeating tired
formulas that makes " the world a depressing place because you're
just reducing everything to a sort of banal level." | personally find this
statement refreshing and totally agree with it.

He said: "The modernist movement in architecture, where

form followed function to a certain extent, was about new ideas, about
new uses of materials, about freeing space, light, abstraction,
asymmetry, dynamism, and movement; all ideas in which I'm
interested.” Obviously the man is an idealist with solid passion for
modernism which he expresses through design principles.

He believes that the ideas refined in the works of renowned architects
such as Le Corbusier, Pierre Chareau and Mies van der Rohe, are as
relevant today as they were initially: "While that must have been a very
exciting age, | think today is a very exciting time to be working in
modernist way in the second generation." What a great way to look at
modern landscape design.

In addition, he is an advocate for collaborative work with kindred spirits
in other disciplines. With his open-minded attitude, he produced a
medieval fhortus conclususo(enclosed garden) design for a CD by
music group Orlando Consort. He mentioned: "I think some of

the rewards are in the people you meet and the opportunities you
come in contact with, which are extraordinary. It's just so nice to be
meeting people who are at the top of their tree.”

BBC Media city designed by
Garden Designer C. Bradley-

Hole.

"The site of the BBC
Media city has an
intriguing history 1 it
was the original home
of the Franco-British
Exhibition of 1908,
which created a vast
complex of white
pavilions and pleasure
parks in Wood Lane
and which gave the

area its name of

White City' .




A MAN OF BIG PROJECT S

i The g rmdersasBuny @ourtin Hampshire was designed by Christopher Bradley-Hole. Ph ot ogr aph: Andr ew Lawso

The leading minimalist Bradley-Hole perceives freedom in the role of landscape designer and truly
enjoys this aspect compared to other professions where there are so many legal constraints. He feels
very privileged to be able to indulge in his fascination for design through the act of garden making.
Combining his architecture skills and horticulture knowledge he creates a dialogue that expresses itself
as an original art form. "Whether the greater influence is architecture or is landscape, or whether there's
a third element which is art, that meeting ground is what makes designed landscapes very interesting"”.

In the grass garden at Bury Court, the pool links the universe by reflecting the sky, the architectural
elements as well as the foliage of grasses running along the gravel path. The linear design nests an
original seating area tied in with the geometric pattern of the site layout. The spaces between the
wooden posts become like paintings and delivering framed views of the surrounding landscape.




THE FRONT GARDEN OF BURY COURT BARN

This is a brilliant world of informal forms
within a formal grid. Christopher
expresses harmony through contrast and
opposites. A band of tall grasses, mixed
with flowering perennials, creates a
dream-like meadow-feel built inside a
grid pattern of rusted steel-edged beds
and gravel paths. Interestingly it is all
green and turning to gold in the fall.

AAt its tranquil he
and simple but inno

The different types of grass selected by
Bradley-Hole dance together with
perennials such as the Eryngium and
Agastache shown on the photograph on
the right. The gravel within the bed
punctuates the rhythms. Notice how the
grasses glitter into the light and how the
planting flows despite the firm limits of
the planting beds.

AA planti ng o Big Bars)the darkySed8m a c
Matrona, phlox Rosa Pastell, with Echinops ritro Veitch's
Blue to the rear left and Agastache foeniculumt o t h e

This melodious pallet of colours and textures emanates a
soft perfume just by |l ookin:
imagine being thereé

Let 6 s kieddhatthie Buryr@ourt in Hampshire has
been growing for ten years!

























